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 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. Department of Transportation's Federal Highway Administration has awarded $88,000 to develop a Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan for Route 122 in north central Massachusetts.

   Olver said, "Scenic byways showcase the natural beauty of an area, and by drawing more visitors scenic byways bring economic benefits to a region through increased tourism."

  "I am thrilled that Route 122 was selected to receive funding through the Federal Scenic Byway Program's 2005 grant round," said State Senator Stephen M. Brewer (D-Barre)  "The money going toward this byway corridor will certainly enhance and preserve this picturesque drive."

  The Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission will coordinate and oversee the development of the Route 122 Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan. The Route 122 Scenic Byway runs approximately 30 miles through the towns of Paxton, Rutland, Oakham, Barre, Petersham, New Salem and Orange.

   The grant is part of the Federal Highway Administration's National Scenic Byways Program, which recognizes and enhances selected roads based on their archeological, cultural, historic, natural, recreational or scenic qualities.

   National Scenic Byways Program grants are used for projects that improve and promote highways designated as scenic byways such as scenic overlooks, visitor information centers, pedestrian trails, bike paths, safety upgrades, and educational and promotional materials.

 The National Scenic Byways Program was established under the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991. More information about the National Scenic Byways Program is available at www.bywaysonline.org.
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